MEJiORANDUM  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  OF  INTEREST  TO  RELIGIOUS  G®OUPS 

Issued  by  the 

Frienls  Conmittee  on  National  Legislation 
2111  Florida  Avenue,  N.  W. 

Washington  8,  D.  C. 


Washington  Letter  No.  25  (December  number)  November  23,  1945 


SHALL  TENS  OF  THOUSANDS  DIE  BECAUSE  WE  WITHHOLD  FOOD  AND  lUNDS  ? 

"The  first  winter  of  peace  in  Europe  will  be  a  deathlike  struggle  against  hunger,  disease, 

'  axkl  confusion,  unequaled  since  the  mercenary  armies  of  the  Thirty  Years  War  plowed  furrows 
of  misery  across  the  land,"  reports  C*  L.  S^zberger  to  the  New  York  Times  this  week. 

"Almost  twenty-five  million  bewildered,  driven  people  are  milling  back  and  forth  across 
Che  shattered  continent." 

Shipments  of  food  to  Europe  remain  vftiolly  inadequate  to  prevent  starvation.  The  summary  of 
need  given  in  the  October  Newsletter  still  holds  good,  except  for  shipments  in  the  mean¬ 
time.  The  real  crisis  is  in  the  countries  served  by  UNRHA  (Poland,  Czedhoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia,  Albania,  Greece,  the  Ukrainian  and  White  Russian  Republics,  and  after  January 
1,  Italy  and  Austria.)  Probably  the  worst  situation  is  in  Germany,  Finland,  Italy,  and 
Japan,  not  supplied  by  UNEIRa.  A  Red  Cross  report  suonarized  by  Worldover  Press  reports 
that  the  people  of  Vienna  are  trying  to  exist  on  less  than  800  calories  a  day  per  person, 
about  i  of  what  the  average  American  eats.  From  a  section  in  Berlin  comes  the  report  that 
the  infant  mortality  rate  is  nearing  100  per  cent,  meaning  that  nearly  all  the  babies  are 
dying  within  a  year  of  birth.  The  combination  of  little  food  and  practlcedly  no  fuel  in 
bombed-out  wre^  of  homes  foreshadows  a  winter  of  appalling  tragedy.  Ihe  situation  in 
the  countries  west  of  Germany  is  In^trovlng.  Althou^  their  diet  is  meager  and  usually  un¬ 
balanced,  most  people  in  these  Western  European  countries  get  enou^  at  least  to  sustain 
^  hope.  It  seems  that  these  countries  (including  Great  Britain)  have  either  money,  or  are 
trying  to  arrange  credits  to  buy  imports  sufficient  to  insure  their  citizens  a  subsistence 
diet,  but  will  they  get  both  the  credits  and  the  food? 

On  November  8  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  announced  allocations  of  United  States 
food  to  these  Western  European  countries  for  the  last  quarter  of  this  year.  These  amounts 
are  larger  than  had  been  e:q>ected.  Shipments  for  the  same  period  to  the  UNRRA  countries 
are  much  smaller,  despite  the  fact  that  the  combined  populations  of  the  UNRRA  countries  is 
equally  large  and  their  needs  much  more  desperate.  Shipments  to  Italy  (until  UNRRA  takes 
I  over)  are  lower,  and  to  Germany  and  Austria,  negligible.  UNRRA  is  in  danger  of  not  getting 
even  the  small  amount  allocated  to  it  during  the  last  quarter  and  may  be  able  to  ship  even 
less  next  year  because  it  is  running  out  of  funds.  Already  it  haa  hAxl  to  cut  down  on  its 
shixments  of  food  and  other  supplies,  because  the  United  States  haa  nnt  vet  a-poronriated 
fe50.OQO.QOO  of  the  amount  it  uromised  last  year.  Next  year  UNRRA  will  need  an  additional 
appropriation  as  ejqplained  in  the  enclosed  sheet.  Even  if  UNRRA  promptly  receives  all  the 
funds  it  requests,  it  will  barely  be  able  to  assure  a  diet  of  2000  calories  a  day  per 
person  in  the  countries  it  serves,  far  below  current  Wsstern  European  standards  and  less 
than  2/3  of  the  American  diet.  Without  new  funds  UNRRA  will  fold  up,  its  Job  half  done, 

*  and  Eastern  Europe  will  lapse  into  real  starvation. 

The  $550,000,000  appropriation  is  at  present  in  the  Senate  Appropriation  Committee,  having 
passed  the  Bouse  with  an  amendment  attached  forbidding  the  use  of  the  funds  in  any  country 
to  which  American  newspaper  men  were  not  allowed  access.  While  freedom  of  the  press  is 
laudable,  it  is  not  riaht  to  use  UNRRA  as  an  American  weanon  to  obtain  a  -political  ob- 
AsctivA, especially  when  hungry  people  without  any  say  in  the  matter  are  the  victims.  ’Sr  ' 
new  UNEl^  appropriation  bill  ($1,350,000,000)  is  in  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee* 

It  has  a  long,  hard  road  ahead  if  it  is  to  pass,  since  it  must  pass  the  House  Appropriatiua 
^  Committee  also,  and  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  before  UNRRA  gets  the  money  with  which  it 
should  be  buying  food  now  for  shipments  this  winter. 
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Barton  Crane  cabled  from  Tokyo  November  17  that  Japaneae  leaders  axe  begging  the  Allied  ] 
authorities  for  pemission  to  import  next  year  3,400,000  tons  of  food.  Including  1,246,000 
tons  of  fdieat  from  Canada  and  the  United  States, and  goes  on  to  say  that  the  vdiole  solution 
of  the  problem  of  food,  black  markets  and  food  riots  is  dependent  on  Wiethe r  the  Allies 
grant  food  purchases  by  credits  publicly,  or  allow  the  Japanese  to  attempt  to  arrange 
credit  privately*  Does  the  United  States  believe  in  democracy  enough  to  share  its  food, 
not  lAieat  alone  bat  especially  protective  foods  such  as  meat,  batter,  lard,  cooking  oils 
and  fats,  with  the  victims  of  Ibizlsm  and  fascism  and  totalitarianism  in  Germany,  Italy, 
and  Japan? 

It*s  Up  To  You  ' 

If  there  was  ever  a  time  for  the  Friends  to  speak  out,  it  is  now.  Among  other  things  you 
can  write  and  get  your  friends  to  write  to* 

The  President,  the  Secretary  of  War  fiobert  P.  Patterson,  Secretary  of  State  James  F. 

Byrnes,  your  Senators  and  Congressman  urging  that  the  Army  feed  civilians  in  zones  of  oc¬ 
cupation  in  Germany  and  Japan  until  civilian  agencies  or  UNRRA  (now  prohibited  from  feeding 
in  those  countries)  can  take  over  the  Job*  The  Army  has  the  food  or  could  get  it  and  has  ; 

the  transportation,  including  trucks  and  gasoline*  Do  we  want  to  breed  a  Third  World  War 
now  in  people's  hearts? 

Your  Senators  and  Representatives  that  you  want  both  anpronriations  for  UNRRA  -Dassed 
without  free  uress  and  other  restrictive  amendments.  Why  shouldn't  America 
loEid  instead  of  trail  in  our  humanitarian  responsibility? 

Tha- Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Clinton  P.  Anderson,  urging  that  allocations,  particularly 
of  protective  foods,  be  Increased  for  the  first  quarter  of  1946.  ^ 

HOUSE  DRIVE  TO  ENACT  PEACETIME  CONSCRIPTION  BEGINS 

Following  the  statements  of  President  Truman  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Genexal  Marshall,  the 
House  Military  Affairs  Connlttee  has  opened  hearings  on  the  May  Bill,  H*  R*  515  (see 
Newsletter  15  for  fall  text),  providing  for  one  year's  compulsory  military  training  for 
every  young  man.  Secretary  of  War  Robert  P.  Patterson,  General  Dwight  D*  Eiserhower, 

Adbniral  Ernest  J.  King,  and  representatives  of  the  Women's  Division  of  the  Citizens  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Military  Training  of  Young  Men,  Inc.,  and  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  are 
among  those  «bo  have  already  testified*  ^kesmen  for  the  American  Legion,  the  Chamber  of  i 
Commerce,  euid  farther  representatives  of  the  Army  and  Navy  are  expected  to  appear  next  week.  ^ 
Church,  farm,  labor,  educational,  and  other  organizations  opposed  to  universal  military 
training  are  tentatively  scheduled  from  December  3  to  15,  after  which  the  Conmittee  now 
plans  to  recess  for  the  holidays.  However,  the  newspapers  report  that  Congress  may  not 
adjourn  until  December  20  so  this  schedule  may  be  altered.  Chairman  Andrew  J*  Msy  has 
announced  that  there  will  probably  be  no  final  action  in  the  House  until  next  year* 

Many  members  of  Congress  seem  to~.be  in  a  waiting  mood,  wanting  to  hear  from  the  country  and  . 
to  get  the  full  picture  of  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Air  Force  requests  for  post-war  personnel 
and  appropriatione  before  they  commit  themselves  finally  on  a  year's  training*  On  the 
other  hand,  the  President,  the  Chief  of  Staff,  and  the  Army  and  Navy  heads  have  called  for 
action  now* 


Men  and  Dollars 

Admiral  King  testified  that  the  Navy  now  plans  500,000  enlisted  men  and  58,000  officers  in 
the  post  war  Navy,  plus  100,000  Marines  and  8,000  officers,  or  666,000  men  in  the  Navy  and 

Marine  Corps,  ehich  with  a  combat  Navy  of  1082  ships  would  cost  an  estimated  3^  billion 
dollars  per  year.  Secretary  of  War  Patterson  estimated  that  compulsory  military  training 
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for  1,CX)0,000  el^teen-year-olde  would  cost  $1,700,000,000  plus  $2,500,000,000  for  the 
Regular  Aimy,  or  $4,200,000,000  per  year  for  the  post  war  Anay*  If  universal  military 
training  were  not  adopted,  our  country  would  need  instead  a  standing  Anoy  of  1,700,000  men 
at  a  cost  of  $8,400,000,000  per  year,  according  to  the  Secretary*  General  Henry  H.  Arnold, 
Commander-in- Chief  of  the  Army  Air  Force,  in  his  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  released 
November  11,  recommended  a  peacetime  Air  Force  of  400,000  men,  at  an  unestimated  cost. 

Compare  these  figures  with  the  ejgpenditures  in  1942  on  education  in  the  whole  United  States, 
which  amounted  to  only  $1,557,402,248  above  the  grade  school  level  • 


Public  Expenditures  1942 

Secondary  Hither  Total 

$868,735,060  $329,472,165  $1,198,207,225 

Private  Expenditures  1942 

66,000,000  293,195,023  359,195,023 


"Russia  Wants  Friendship  With  The  United  States"  -  Elsenihower 

Admiral  King  believed  that  the  peacetime  strength  of  the  post  war  Navy  could  be  secured  by 
voluntary  recruiting,  but  advocated  conpulsory  training  for  225,000  men  yearly  for  the 
Naval  Reserve  to  be  called  out  in  case  of  national  emergency  to  man  the  Navy  for  the  first 
six  months,  plus  an  extended  Naval  R  0  T  C  program  in  the  colleges* 

General  Eisenhower  declared  that  a  militarily  strong  United  States  Including  an  adequately 
trained  and  large  civilian  reserve  was  the  best  protection  against  another  war.  If  such  a 
war  came  it  ml^t  maice  the  difference  between  victory  and  defeat,  according  to  the  General. 
When  asked  against  whom  we  are  arming,  General  Eisenhower  declared,  "There  will  never  be  a 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States."  When  asked  about  Russia  he  replied,  "The 
Russians  would  have  nothing  to  gain  from  a  war  with  the  thiited  States*  Nothing  guides 
Russian  pollqr  so  much  as  a  desire  for  friendship  with  the  United  States." 


No  suggestion  was  made  by  the  military  heads  that  the  United  States  mi^t  lead  in  a  move¬ 
ment  for  worldwide  abolition  of  conscription,  or  that  we  spend  part  or  all  of  those  vast 
sums  in  a  program  of  relief  and  reconstruction  to  help  peoples  back  on  their  feet  again, 
f  Nor  have  they  explained  how  other  nations  can  be  safe  from  militarism  under  conscription 
in  their  countries* 

More  Military  Training  In  Colleges  -  May  Be  Offered  As  Compromise 

Ibreshadowlng  a  possible  comprcsnise  measure  in  Congress,  the  National  Defense  Committee  of 
the  Aoaerican  Legion  recommended  to  their  annual  convention  in  Chicago  this  we^  four  months 
basic  military  training  for  every  youth  under  20,  and  ei^t  months  specialized  training, 
including  alternatives  of  2i  years  in  the  Nation^  Guard,  four  years  in  the  Organized 
4  Reserves,  or  advance  Army  or  libval  R  0  T  C  in  college  for  two  years.  Talk  is  increasing 
in  Congress  of  substitutes  for  a  year*  s  military  training,  including  a  greatly  enlarged 
training  program  in  schools  and  colleges*  General  Eisenhower  in  a  strong  statement  to  the 
imerican  Legion  November  20  urged  them  to  support  one  year  of  continuous  training,  asserting 
that  no  one  feared  a  strong  United  States* 

The  Gcdlup  Poll  reports  on  November  18  that  their  latest  survey  covering  the  period  November 
2  to  12  registers  replies  to  the  question,  "In  the  future,  do  you  think  every  able-bodied 
young  man  should  be  required  to  take  military  and  naval  training  for  one  year?"  Tes,  75^; 

No,  21^;  and  No  Opinion,  45l,  or  5^  more  in  favor  than  in  late  October  before  President 
Truman  asked  Congress  in  person  for  a  compulsory  training  bill.  This  indicates  the  need  for 
mudb  more  widespread  discussion  and  education  in  the  country  among  your  nei^pibors  and  felloi^ 
citizens*  Have  you  done  your  part  in  your  cossnunity? 
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S<xQe  llhlngs  To  Bo  A'bout  Military  Training 

Congressc^n  report  their  madl  in  favor  of  peacetime  conscription  pidcing  up  since  the 
Presloent's  speech  and  the  ^erican  Legion  drive  for  enactment  of  sudi  legislation.  Now  is 
the  time  sudi  a  measure  mist  be  defeated,  and  it  must  be  defeated  in  Congress  by  -public 
Q-pinion.  Urge  your  friends  to  write  not  only  their  Representative  but  other  Eepresen- 
tatlven  from  your  state,  and  members  of  the  House  Military  Affairs  Comnittee  (see  list  in 
last  Newsletter)  calling  for  United  States  leadership  toward  worldwide  reduction  of  arma¬ 
ments,  for  worldwide  abolition  of  conscription,  and  for  a  program  of  relief  and  rehabil¬ 
itation  Instead  of  a  cut-throat  race  in  arms.  Ask  how  the  proposed  military  budget  is  to 
be  raised  and  yitwX  is  going  to  happen  to  education,  to  public  health,  to  social  security, 
to  research,  and  other  mdi  needed  programs  for  a  healthy  and  secure  civilization. 

Tell  your  friends  about  House  Joint  Resolution  269  by  Representative  Mathew  M.  Neely  of 
West  Virginia.  This  resolution  is  designed  as  a  substitute  for  the  officially  recomoended 
legislation  for  universal  military  training  and  would  authorize  and  request  the  President 
to  irwite  all  the  members  of  the  United  Nations  to  participate  in  a  conference  to  be  held 
in  Washington  at  an  early  date  to  take  appropriate  action  to  enable  the  people  of  all  the 
friendly  countries  of  the  world  to  utilize  atomic  energy  in  the  pursuits  of  -peace  and  to 
outlaw  it  as  an  instrumentality  of  destruction  in  time  of  war;  to  provide  for  the  drastic 
reduction  in  the  armament  and  the  military  personnel  of  all  the  great  powers  of  the  earth. 
Write  to  Representative  Neely  encouraging  him  and  to  your  Congressman,  urging  such  a 
program  rather  than  compulsory  military  training. 

F  E  P  C 

Because  of  reduced  appropriations  last  s-umcoer,  all  but  three  regional  Thlr  Qnployment 
Practice  Cocmittee  offices  are  being  closed  by  December  15.  Last  week  the  Senate  Sub¬ 
committee  from  the  Education  and  Labor  Cormittee  reconniended  returning  the  United  States 
Ihiployment  Service  offices  to  the  states  for  operation.  This  means  total  reversion  to 
discrimination  in  employment  unless  the  Permanent  F  £  P  C  bill  is  passed  Immediately, 
according  to  Mrs.  i^nna  Hedgeman,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  National  Council  for  a  Per¬ 
manent  F  £  P  C.  The  National  Council  is  asking  that  wires  go  to  President  Truman, 

Senator  Wallace  White,  and  your  own  Senators  requesting  an  imnediate  answer  on  a  proposed 
date  for  Senate  floor  action  on  S.  101  which  is  high  on  the  Senate  calendar  and  could  be 
c^alled  up  any  time  the  Administration  and  the  Republican  leadership  in  the  Senate  are 
willing  to  do  it.  Senate  support  for  cloture  is  also  being  sou^t  to  prevent  a  filibuster 
vdien  it  comes  to  the  floor  for  consideration. 

CLAIMS  BILL  INTRODUCED  IDH  C  P  S  DEATH 

Identical  claims  bills  have  been  introduced  in  the  Senate  and  House  (S.1595  and  H.B.  4691) 
for  the  con^nsation  of  the  family  of  Gilbert  Dugan,  member  of  Civilian  Public  Service, 
who  died  of  Infantile  paralysis  in  the  Yale  University  Hospital  vtille  engaged  in  research 
on  infantile  paralysis.  Will  you  write  your  encouragement  to  Senator  Brian  McMahon, 

Senate  Office  Building,  and  to  Representative  James  P.  Qeelan,  House  Office  Building,  for 
their  action  in  this  regard?  It  may  be  two  or  three  months  before  the  Claims  Committees 
past  on  these  bills. 


Cost  I  The  Newsletter  costs  $2.00  per  year,  with  supplements,  for  printing  and  mailing 
only.  It  is  sent  to  contributors  of  this  or  larger  amounts  ds  a  regular  service. 
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